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" Full of grace/' and those who live with Him
should possess something of its mystic power.
And we may claim that Gladstone had this su-
preme Christian quality. To account for his ex-
traordinary influence over others, we must surely
remember this. Men were led not merely by his
superb powers, but by the natural attractive-
ness which belongs to goodness. Mr. Winston
Churchill, in the Life of his father, tells how
Lord Randolph went home one evening after
meeting Gladstone at dinner, " longing that it had
been his lot to fight by his side." He had grace
beyond greatness. The scorching fires of political
controversy did not destroy his charm of character,

ff We know him now: all narrow jealousies
Are silent, and we see him as he moved,
How modest, Mndly, all-accomplished, wise,
With what sublime repression of himself,
Not making his high place the lawless perch
Of wing'd ambition, nor a vantage ground
For pleasure; but thro* all this tract of years
Wearing the white flower of a blameless life
Before a thousand peering littlenesses"